IMPERIAL GOVERNORS

ONE OF THE largest and grandest memorials in the crypt is to colonial
governor Sir Henry Bartle Frere (fig. 68). The lengthy inscription records
Frere’s distinguished career in senior administration in India, his success

in abolishing the slave trade in Zanzibar and his scholarly reputation within
the Asiatic and Geographical Societies. Not mentioned, however, is that
Frere’s career ended ignominiously when he implemented a policy of
confederation in South Africa, provoking the controversial Anglo-Zulu
war of 1879. He was recalled to England in disgrace and died soon after.
The monument is a massive alabaster apologia defending Frere’s reputation
against the charge of being an avaricious imperialist who brutally extended
the British Empire at the cost of thousands of lives.

The monument was erected not by the state but by Frere's family,
who had already received a polite rejection to their request to bury him
in YWestminster Abbey. His coffin was decorated with a large red cross, a
motif given permanent form in the marble tombstone on the floor. Lady
Frere received permission to ‘decorate’ the tomb further in 1885. Their
daughter Catherine supplied a design based upon the sixteenth-century
memorial to William and Katherine Walter in their local
church in Wimbledon (fig. 67). Her neo-Renaissance wall
monument combines architectural decoration, a family
crest and strapwork, with a chequerboard design
extending across the floor. The masons, Farmer & Brindley,
used British alabaster, yellow giallo antico marble from
Tunisia and red breche sanguine limestone from Algeria,
stones used by the ancient Romans to add an extra
imperial lustre.

If Frere’s monument contains much rhetoric but
no portrait, Edward Onslow Ford’s 1901 monument
to George Grey (1812—1898; fig. 72), funded by the
government and people of New Zealand, adopts the
opposite strategy, with a strikingly realistic portrait
of a man whose head contemporary phrenologists
considered noteworthy. Grey had been Governor of
New South Wales before becoming New Zealand’s
longest-living Prime Minister. The white marble bust,
in a signature ragged-edged format revealing tool marks
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BeLOw &7 Monument
to William and
Katherine Walter

by an anonymous
sculptor; alabaster
and marble, c. 1587
(St Mary’s Church,
Wimbledon).

RIGHT &8 Monument
to Henry Bartle Frere
by Catherine Frere
and Farmer & Brindley;
marble, alabaster,
limestone, paint and
gilding, 1884 -5.
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