Report on repairs to St Mary’s Church Wimbledon
August to October 2019
Following the Quinquennial survey issued in April 2017, the church wardens instructed our
architect Daniel Benson of Ablett Architects to draw up a specification for the work needed
to the outside of the church. Some of this work was urgent but it was decided also to do
other work, which would be needed in the next few years at the same time because it is
more efficient to do this when contractors are on site and the scaffolding up.
The work included repairs to parts of the stonework and the leaded window on the north
side of the bell ringing chamber in the tower, the investigation of damp and the repair of the
churchyard walls on the east side.
Most of the work was like for like repairs which were approved by the Archdeacon but full
faculty approval from the Chancellor of the Diocese was required for the repairs to the wall
to the east of the chancel and the digging of a French drain next to the vestry toilet. This
was because of the concern that burials in the churchyard might be disturbed by the work.
The faculty was granted on 19th July 2019.
The work was put out to tender and Universal Stone were appointed as contractors. Work
began on 5th August 2019.
The following areas of work are of particular interest:
Bell Tower Windows

The leaded window on the northside of bell tower at the level of the bellringing room
needed to be taken out and repaired. The ferramenta, i.e. the metal work which supports
the leaded lights, were badly corroded and missing in places. The lead and glass have been
replaced where necessary. This work was done by Chapel Studios in their workshop.
Pictures of the window before and after the work are shown above.

The smaller window above was also repaired as shown by these photos.

The stonework of the louvred window in the bell tower had cracked and was replaced as
shown by these photos.

The stonework at the south east corner of the chancel was badly eroded. It was decided not
to replace the corner stone with a carved figure similar to the carvings at the other corners
of the church at a similar level. This would have been expensive and there was no record of
what the original carving would have looked like. It is also at the back of the church which is
not generally noticed by many people visiting. Consequently it has been replaced with a
piece of shaped stone as shown by these photos.

This is a photo of the carving in a similar position at the south west corner:

Damp in south west corner of the church
The plaster on the inside of the church in the south west corner of the gallery and also in the
south porch has been peeling because of damp for some time. We had not been able to find
the cause of this damp. With the erection of the scaffolding, it was possible to examine the
walls more closely. It was discovered that the cement holding the flints was crumbling on
the facing of the parapet walls in this area and the other side of these walls needed
repointing and sealing.

The flints and cement facing of the parapet walls
above the windows in this photograph have all
been removed and the facing reconstructed with
the addition of extra flints. The brick wall on the
other side of the parapet has also been repointed
and the lead flashing replaced. It is hoped that
the cause of the damp has now been found and
that the internal walls will now dry out.

Survey of drainage
A survey of the drains around the church has been carried out using cameras where
necessary to determine blockages and the location of the rainwater soakaways and the foul
water drains. Most of the foul water drains for the toilet and sinks in the vestries were
found to be in reasonable condition and some blockages have been cleared.
Of particular concern are the soakaways for rainwater, all of which are either inadequately
sized or partially silted or both. The rainwater on the north side of the church drains into
two soakaway chambers which quickly filled during testing and are not big enough to cope
with the amount of run off during heavy rainstorms. One of these is partially silted.
Although the systems on the north side of the church could be improved, they have not
been causing problems to the church building because the land slopes away from the
church.
The drainage to the south and east of the church is of much more concern. It has not been
possible to find the chambers for the soakaways and these are not functioning at all. Water
coming down the drainpipe outside the vestry door is flooding down the path leading to

Arthur Road. The drainage on the east side of the church is not being carried away and so is
saturating the ground here. Some major work is needed to ensure that this rainwater drains
away from the church. Our architect has presented a number of possible solutions and we
will need some further advice on the most cost-effective way of solving this problem. This
will not be easy because of the presence of trees and graves.
Damp in vestry toilet
The level of the clergy vestry and toilet is lower than the ground outside and the walls on
the east side have been damp for many years. Following the investigation of the drainage
system, it is clear that the damp is probably caused by the lack of adequate drainage for the
rainwater coming down from the roof of the church. As noted above we will be seeking
further advice on how to solve this.
Boundary wall repairs
The boundary wall to the east of the chancel had cracked, probably due to the badger
activity. The wall has now been reinforced and the mortar reinstated on both sides.
The wall in the north east part of the churchyard had partially collapsed. It has been rebuilt
using both bricks recovered nearby and new bricks. Care has been taken to build the top of
the wall to match the capping. Vegetation growing over these walls and over the graves in
front of the wall has been removed to allow proper access for the repair and we need to
keep this under control to protect the wall.

Other minor works have been done to make the flat roofs over the vestry, the organ blower
room and the baptistry watertight, and rainwater gullies and pipes have been repaired.

Stone Bollard
The stone bollard and surrounding flagstones and tarmac outside the west door were
damaged in May and it proved difficult to obtain quotes for the repair. Heavy lifting
equipment was needed to lift the stone bollard back into position. Once Universal Stone
were on site, they were able to provide the most competitive quote. The work has been
done and the cost has been covered by the insurers of the delivery van responsible.

